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REMARKS 

This application pertains to a novel elastic self-adhesive sheet. 

Claims 1-17 are pending, although dalm 14 has been withdrawn as drawn to 
non-elected subject matter. The claims under examination are therefore claims 1-13 
and 15-17. 

Applicants' respectfully request that upon the allowance of a claim drawn to 
elected subject-matter, the non-elected subject matter be rejoined. 

Claims 1-13 and 15-17 stand (provisionally??) rejected for obviousness-type 
double patenting overclaims 1-6 and 10-19 of application No. 10/815,894. This 
rejection is believed to be obviated by the accompanying terminal disclaimer, and 
should now be withdrawn. 

Claims 1-13 and 15-17 stand (provisionally??) rejected for obviousness-type 
double patenting overclaims 1-26 of application No. 10/826,965. This rejection is 
believed to be obviated by the accompanying terminal disclaimer, and should now be 
wrthdrawn. 

Claims 1-13 and 16-17 stand (provisionally??) rejected for obviousness-type 
double patenting overclaims 1-3 and 7-11 of application No 10/816,277. This rejection 
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is believed to be obviated by the accompanying terminal disclaimer, and should now be 
withdrawn. 

Turning now to the art rejection, claims M3 and 15-17 stand rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Schumann (published application US 2004/0038040). 

The Schumann application is a *371 of PCT/EP0ira5988. The '371 date of this 
application is June 30, 2003, Inasmuch as the PCT application was published in 
J German, not English (see the first few pages of WO 01/96439 annexed hereto), the 
Schumann '040 application is available as a reference only as of its '371 date of June 
30, 2003. Applicants' priority date of April 16, 2003 antedates the *371 date of the 
reference, and Applicants' will soon file a certified translation of their priority document 
to perfect their claim to priority. The Schumann '040 reference is therefore not effective 
against the present application. 

Furthermore, the Schumann reference, even if available, could not possibly 
render the Instant application obvious. The pressure sensitive adhesive of the present 
application is comprised of a cross-linlced polyurethane. The cross-linked polyurethane 
is, in turn, characterized by Its starting materials. All those skilled in the art know that 
different starting materials result In different polymers. The specific starting materials 
recited in Applicants' claims result in a specific polymer having specific properties. 
Applicants' starting materials are neither taught nor suggested by the Schumann 
reference, and therefore nothing in the Schumann reference could possibly lead those 
skilled in the art to Applicants' novel elastic adhesive sheet. 
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Moreover, the Examiner's contention tfiart Applicants' novel combination of a 
maximum stretchability of more than 200%, a recovery of more than 60% after 
stretching to 2/3 of its maximum elongation, a ratio of tensile strength to stripping stress 
of more than 1.2 and a tensile strength of not more than 2.0 N/mm^ at 200% would be 
obvious based on "optimization", since all the components of the adhesive are the same 
as in Schumann, is simply not connect. First of all, the components of Applicants' 
adhesive are not the same as those of Schumann, as the starting materials, i.e., the 
building bloclts of which the polymer Is constmcted, are different than anything taught or 
suggested by Schumann. Secondly, only result-effective variables can be "optimized", 
and a particular parameter must be recognized as a result-effective variable before it 
can be "optimized". Applicants' particular starting materials lead to Applicants' unique 
combination of properties. Nothing in the prior art would suggest that Applicants' 
combination of starting materials could lead to Applicants' combination of properties, 
and therefore there are no recognized "variables" known to the prior art that could be 
"optimized" to end-up with Applicants novel product. 

Applicants' claims cannot therefore be seen as obvious over the Schumann 
reference even if said reference were available against the present claims. 

The rejection of claims 1-13 and 15-17 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
obvious over Schumann (published application US 2004/0038040) should therefore now 
be withdrawn. 
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In view of the present amendments and remarks it is believed that claims 1-17 
are now in condition for allowance. Reconsideration of said claims by the Examiner is 
respectfully requested and the allowance thereof Is courteously solicited. 

CONDITIONAL PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 
If any extension of time for this response is required. Applicants request that this 
be considered a petition therefor. Please charge the required petition fee to Deposit 
Account No. 14-1263. 



Please charge any insufficiency of fee or credit any excess to Deposit Account 



WCG/tmo 

EncI- -Three Tenminai Disclaimers 

-First two pages of WO 01/96489 

- Assignment to tesa Aktiengesellschaft 

875 ThW Avenue- IS'** Floor 



ADDITIONAL FEE 



No. 14-1263. 



Respectfully submitted, 

NORRIS. McLaughlin & marcus, pa 




Andrew N. Parfomal 
Reg. No. 32.431 



New York, New York 10022 
(212) 608-0700 



I hereby certily that this correspondence Is being 
transmitted via facsimile, 10. 571-273^3CX) to United 
States Patent and Trademartt Office, addressed to: Mail 
Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1460, Al«(andrfa, VA 22313-1450 on Mavja, 200B. 
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^ canHssr layer and a presaaro-scniritrviQ layer on the baaisof a crosw.finkcd polyureihanc. The inventive fdm is charoctErfeod in that the 
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Beschreibung 

OberfiachenschubetaRe fOr UokobarfUlohen mit einer Selbstklebemasse auf 

Polyurathan-Bsdis 

Die Erfindung betriffl ein© OberflachenschuWblfe. die aufgrund ihrer grofien 
Writerungsbes^ndlgkeit und Haftungssldierheit besonders fur den tampoiaren Schute 
von frtschen Automobillackobeffiachen gegen Veractimutzungen und BeschSdigungen, 
aber auch fQr andere empfindlfche ObeiflSchen wie Metalte, Kunststoffe und Glasfiachen, 
geeignet isL 



Die Konservtening und der Schute von Krattfahrzeugen wahrencf des Transports vom 
Hersteller zum Handler vwfd schon salt geraumer Zelt prakfelert. 
Die herkdmmlfche Methode der Konserviemng von Automobilen ist das Auftragen von 
Paraffin- oder Acryiatwachsen in der S«rke von 5 bis 20 jim. E$ hat sich aber gezeigt 
daZ insbesondere bei waagerecht Kegenden Flachen der Fahrzeuge. wfe Motorhaube, 
Dach und Kofferraumdeckel, eine derart dQnne und zumsist ungleichmaUige Schldit 
gegen du&ere OnflQsse. wie beispielswelse die atzende Wnioing von Vogalkot, nicht 
genUgend Schutz bietet 

Bn erheblteher iv/achteif der Paraffinwachsversiegelung Ist die notwendige Entkonsen/'fe- 
rung mittels IDampfttrahl, Tensiden Oder LBsungsmltteln. Die umweltgerechte Rut*ge- 
wlnnung und Entsorgung der RQcksmnde verursachen ©inen groSen apparativen Auf- 
wand sowie sehr hohe Kosten. 

Ehw aktuelle EntwlcWung auf dem Gebiet des Automobil-Transportschutzes ist der 
Einsatz von Hauben, die das gesamte Fahrzeug bedecken ttnd duroh Wamieeinwlriaing 
paSgenau aufjgeschrumpft warden. Solche Haubenl5sungen sind sehr kostspielig und 
effordem grolSen Aufwand befm Aniegen der Haube. dem Aufschrumpfen und vor ailem 
beim Snsteigen In den maslderten Wagen. DafQr sInd eigens ReiRverschlulioRhungen 
vorgesehen, die zeitraubend gefiffhet und wieder verschlossen wenten mCissen. Die 
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